
Name: edHelper

Geo-What?

So many boundaries and so many states! There are scientists who
study states, boundaries, and capitals. Geographers also study the rest
of our physical world. They study everyone and everything found on
Earth. Geography is also the science of where things are located on
Earth and why they are located in those places.

Most students think geography is memorizing names of places. It is
much more than that! Geographers have created five important themes
or topics in geography. The first theme is location. Think of the Earth as a bunch of space. This space is broken
up into areas of land, water, countries, states, communities, and people. Location is the "where" part of the
geography puzzle. The exact location of an area is called absolute location. Your home's street address is an
absolute location. The latitude and longitude of your state are also absolute locations. They also locate places
on Earth based on surrounding features. Relative location is a general location. For example, your state may be
close to the East Coast of the United States. Your school may be near a landmark called McDonald'sï¿1/2. Your
house may be thirty minutes away from New York City. Geographers use time, landmarks, direction, and
distance to tell where places are located.

The second theme is place. All of the areas on Earth have special characteristics or qualities. These
qualities make places both the same as and different from other places. The physical characteristics of a place
are its landforms. These are mountains, lakes, rivers, plains, and oceans. There are also human characteristics
of places. Buildings, roads, houses, temples, and churches are all human characteristics. They use these
characteristics to learn more about places and the people who live there.

Human-environment interaction is the third theme. Scientists want to know how we adapt to, depend on,
and modify our environment. We adapt or deal with our environment by wearing heavier clothes during cold
weather. We depend on our environment for food and water. We also modify or change our environment. When
it is hot, we use air conditioners to cool our homes. Our environments also have a feeling. We live in certain
areas because they are comfortable. Some people like the excitement of the city. Some people like the quiet of
the country.

Another theme is movement. Think about the United States and all of the people who live there. Every day,
millions of people move to their jobs using public transportation. They use trains, buses, subways, taxis, and
ferries. They also use their own cars to travel. A large amount of information is sent around the U.S. and the
world. Every day the Internet carries information to other countries. Our postal system delivers tons of mail
and packages throughout the U.S. and beyond. Television also moves ideas. TVs show new products to buy,
news from around the world, and new television shows. Telephones and cell phones also help us to keep in touch.
We are now more connected to people around the world.
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Regions is the final theme. Regions are areas that have common characteristics. They could have the same

government, the same language, and the same landforms. The regions of the U.S. have a few things in common.

They have landforms, climate, and location. The states in the Northeast region are located in the same area.

They have common landforms, like the Appalachian Mountains and the Atlantic Coastal Plain. They also have

cold winters and hot summers. Communities, neighborhoods, towns, and cities are regions. They share a

common location and a common government.

Now you know that geography includes more than states and capitals.

Remember, it is location, place, movement, region, and human-environment interaction.

Geo-What?

Questions

1. What is relative location?

2. What is absolute location?

3. Roads and schools are ______.

A. human regions
B. physical regions
C. physical characteristics
D. human characteristics

4. People only modify and depend on their environment.

A. false
B. true

5. Give an example of a type of movement.
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6. How do humans depend on their environment?

7. What do regions have in common?

8. Put the following words in alphabetical order.

A. distance
B. direction
C. geographers
D. geography
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

Describe the physical characteristics of the United States region where you live.

Describe the type of movement that you see in your town each day. Do most of the people use public

transportation or do they drive their own cars?

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


